1902. 


TO  THE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  THORNEY, 

In  the  Administrative  County  of  the  Isle  of  Ely. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

For  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1902, 

Presented  to  a  Meeting  of  the  Council,  held  on  Saturday,  the  7th  day  of  February,  1903. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  on  matters  connected  with  the  Public 
Health  of  the  District,  in  accordance  with  the  suggestions  laid  down  in  the 
Memorandum  of  the  Local  Government  Board. 

The  population  last  census  was  1799,  shewing  a  decrease  since  the  previous 
one  of  62,  and  yielding  an  estimated  population  at  the  middle  of  the  year  of  1792. 

The  Births  were  46,  at  a  rate  of  25 '68  per  1000  living. 

The  Deaths  were  19,  at  a  rate  of  10 ‘6  per  1000  living. 

Four  deaths  occurred  under  one  year  of  age,  at  a  rate  of  87  per  1000  births  ; 
Of  these,  two  were  due  to  the  injury  inflicted  by  protracted  labour,  one  to  premature 
birth,  and  one  to  deformity  of  mouth,  leading  to  difficulty  in  administering 
nourishment. 

Three  inquests  were  held  :  the  causes  of  death  returned  being  one  suicide 
from  cut  throat  ;  one  poison,  by  whom  administered  unknown  ;  one  bronchitis  and 
neglect. 

The  district  is  entirely  fenland,  and  is  both  drained  and  watered  artificially. 
The  population  is  purely  agricultural. 

As  regards  housing  of  the  working  classes,  it  is  exceptionally  well  ofi‘,  the 
cottages  being  well  built  and  kept  in  good  repair  by  the  Bedford  Estate ;  those  outside 
the  village  depend  on  stored  rain  water  for  their  water  supply,  while  those  in  the 
village  receive  a  supply  from  the  waterworks  of  the  same  estate.  This  is  drawn  off 
from  the  river  Nene,  at  the  “  Dog-in-a-Doublet, ”  by  the  Thorney  River,  which  is  an 
irrigation  canal  extending  more  than  three  miles  to  Thorney.  Here  water  is  taken 
from  it  and  filtered  through  gravel  and  charcoal,  duplicate  filters  existing  in  case  of 
breakdown,  &c.  It  is  then  pumped  up  to  tanks  in  the  tower  and  in  the  village, 
whence  it  flows  bv  ^gravitation  to  the  various  houses. 
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Part  of  the  village  is  supplied  with  water  closets,  but  the  greater  number  of 
the  houses  are  provided  with  pan  closets  which  have  to  be  emptied  frequently.  The 
sewage  is  pumped  by  machinery  at  the  waterworks  on  to  a  sewage  farm. 


The  bakehouses  in  the  village  have  been  inspected,  and  are  in  accord  with  the 
regulations.  No  factories  exist  in  the  district,  nor  are  there  any  names  on  the  register 
of  home  workers  under  the  Factories  and  Workshops  Acts. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

Diphtheria — Six  cases  notified,  none  fatal  ;  three  occurred  in  one  house, 
two  in  another. 

Puerperal  Fever — One  case,  not  fatal. 


Westgate, 

Peterborough, 

February  7th,  1903. 


I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JOHN  N.  COLLINS,  M.D., 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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